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Abstract 

Does a strategy of selective engagement still make sense for the United States, especially given its current 

fiscal constraints and given the current strains on the US military due to its deployments in Iraq and 

Afghanistan?  I will argue that while the United States is not a global hegemon, it still remains the world's 

only military superpower -- one capable of operating militarily in several regional theaters -- and its interests 

are still well served by helping to provide collective or public goods to the world.  Provision of those goods is 

not only in the world's interests, but also in America's. Four key public goods are:  preservation of freedom of 

the seas, preservation of access to overseas oil, prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons, and provision of 

regional stability in East Asia and the Middle East. Policies that call for a retrenchment of American power 

back to the continental United States, such as offshore balancing, do not serve these interests. Similarly, a 

policy of restraint, to the extent that it compromises America's ability to help provide these public goods, also 

damages America's strategic interests. 
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